
          

Teaching scenario title: The Broken Telephone  
  Creator(s):  Belén Campos Casanueva y Jorge García - Spain 

1. Teaching scenario identity 

Thematic field:  Traditional game in Language  

Thematic Unit: The Broken Telephone Game 

Class: High School  

Competence level: Prior knowledge required: Grammatical structures, vocabulary and phonetics 

studied previously in the English class. 

Profile of target group: Students from 11 years old  

Teaching scenario aim: Practice and mastering of listening, pronunciation and fluency of the English 

language 

Teaching scenario objectives:  

- To practise how to communicate clearly and efficiently.  

- To develop students’ listening skills through pronunciation awareness.  

- To practise skills like intonation, stress and memory.  

- To encourage cooperation and social learning.  

- To help students understand the impact of gossip and rumours.  

Duration: 30 min 

Teacher’s role: Supervisor, facilitator and observator 

Method of students’ work: Students can brainstorm single or unusual words, collocations, tongue 

twisters, alliterations,… etc  individually, in pairs or in small groups to the rest of the group.  

Required materials: A board, notebooks and textbooks (when reviewing grammatical structures and 

vocabulary studied in class), but no special materials are needed.  

2. Brief description of the teaching scenario 
The Broken Telephone Game is a well-known game in which a group of students stand in line or sit in a 

circle.  

– The person starting the game thinks of a word or phrase and whispers it into the ear of the person 

next to him/her only once, with no repeats allowed, who then whispers it into the ear of the next 

person and so on.  

- The person at the end says the word or phrase out loud to see how close or distorted it is from the 

original. 

- The purpose of this game is to send a message from the first person all the way to the last person in 

a group without distorting or changing the message with the intention of teaching students to listen 

carefully and communicate as clearly as possible.  



          
- Teachers can use this game as a break from the normal learning routine to improve the students’ 

reading, speaking and listening skills using the grammar and vocabulary studied in class.  

- Students also learn the importance of proper pronunciation in order to communicate effectively.  

 

3. Worksheets and their keys 

Not available 


